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1 ~The famous @ r &4 of the great HT<T4 FAFF written
at the request of king Kumarpal is ostensibly a poem in
praise of g7, the Passionless One; but it is also a
poctical mannual of 37 doctrine divided into 20 parts
cons sonssume ., WEitten in the direct and forcible language of
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Aspects of Sanskrit Lietrature=S. K, Dey,
In his poem called gwiyrs wfea written in Sanskrit and
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ST-faTT %) g3 qa foar | medts fage 6 a3 o ofies
WAl w7 S e It & afy gae av Fear | swita
wTedta W A A6, HY st Gor ¥ a w1 o

'{ﬁtﬁmﬁ!ﬁﬁwmﬁvﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂwgﬁwm'
tm:vﬁﬁﬁﬁm-ﬁﬂwmﬁﬁfqﬂwh*fm
o & W ww' § an eved 87 wraer TR AT W w1 w1
R # O wfuw afwerg ammr ) s % sy § owrefr &
Tenarifa’ &1 swrr ever afe gar 8, At e ® g e
ATHE WETFTE 9T AT H7 owa e afpr Far # wiz ¥ ‘wizz-
$ A EH_ O i 0% AT aeym wre feay srrmed o @ ara-
WA www & Afzw Fend ¥ Famre wam wwar ot o qfer
wlat W1 A o war | vy wwre wref i HIOW B AT SAsgT
WeArgT aTeq ‘wrer wrew' 7 ofeom @ v ) W 6 wwww Gey 0
LR

Prakrit, the leiraed Jain Monk, Hemchandra p}ﬂk'EI_
himself simultancously a poet, historian, and grammarian
in the two lapguages. The work contains the history  of
W7 particullazly of FWITTH in cantoes 16-20, This
prince is extolled above all as a pious Jaina, ... it
i8 evident that FHITA was full in life and at the peek
of his fame when the poem was writien

H. Winternitz-History of ladia Literature Vol 11l P, T
Page 102

@ rriensesr. SOME poems were written for the main purpose
of preaching the religion, aftfirs 9d% has a number of
popular tales which the suthor introduced into his hicgra-
phical narrations about Jain Suints, History of Sapskrit
Literature by avarwmer Page 84, 91, 101, 122, 126
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" Hemchandra has very extensive and at the same time
accurate knowledge of many branches of Hindu and Jaina
learning, combined with great literary skill, and on casy style,
His strength lies in encyclopaedical, work rather than in
original research but the enormous mass of varied informa-
tion which he gatherd from original sources, mostly lost to us
makes his work an inestimable mine for phicological and
historical research’’®

1-( Encyclopaedia of religion of Ethics )
Vol. VL P, 591
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4~ “These examples are either void of all sense or of an incr-
edible stupidity.......,.... It was most disgusting task to ma-
ke out the sense of these examples, some of which have re-
mained rather obscure to me.”
(P, 8. Introduction to Desinammala B, 8. 8.)
WIf the illustrative gathas of Hemchandra which have app-
cared 1o Pischel as examples of ‘extreme absurdity' or
non-sense are read correcting the errors made by the cop-
yists in the manner explained above, they will yicld very
good sense, A few examples of such corrected readings are
given below to make the point clear ( P. P, XLI1] to LI ).
After discussing this point in detail Prof. Banerjee comes
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SUEA AT 1 29T & | wreET e’ & afawr ez 3wt
& & ot s wrfger 1 W it Fwar aifaat § gafam &
7 a1 ST @ AT AT HC AT Ofr & fag g Avew dera

to the conclusion, “As the gathas when read in this way
give a good sense, they can no longer be regarded as exa-
miples of ‘incredible stupidity’. They will be appreciated, it
is hoped by every lover of poetry as a remarkable feat of
ingenuity worthy of Hemchandra and far bevond the capa-
city of his disciples to whom Pischel is inclined to ascribe
them" ( P'LI)
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q—"arrarex of Hemchandra does not mean merely meditation
or absorption but religions exercise in general, the whole
effort which the pious must made. The work contains
complete doctrine of dutics. The actual @ takes about
1/10 of the whole commentary, Hemchandra is well versed
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